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Course Title: Research Sem nar
Cour se Nunmber MRC 213
Instructor: Karen Caneron
PART |
Cour se Phi | osophy
“A cl ose searching" of v/rittsn materials which invol ves
not only a studious inquiry into the subject, but also a critica

exam nation, assessnment, and interpretation of the materials found,
I's a necessary conponent inthe MR C, program After coll ege,

the nethods used in witing the research paper v;ill continue to
serve in the professions, and in the civic and social activities
they v;ill pursue. Fact finding, v,ith its analysis and reporting,

I's so inportant an asgect of our present-day civilization that ever*
educat ed person nust be prepared to undertake it.

PART | |
Course Goal s

This course is designed to give students the opportunity t:
confront and investigate sone of the current issues in the field
of mental retardatione This course v;ill be conducted on an Individ-
assi gnment basis for research topics allowing for diversified inter®
to be pursued.
PART |11
Ter m nal / Behavi oural bj ecti ves

On successful conpletion of the Research Sem nar course
t he student nust be able to do the follow ng:

A ldentify and utilize proper and efficient research procedures
in conpleting his/her assignnent.

B. Isolate a problemwhich relates .to the nentally retarded and
research it.

C. Discover and make use of all the resources of a library in
gathering materials on a specific subject as well as his
Ingenuity in finding other sources yielding additional infornal

D» Select fromthe material available those facts and ideas that
are inmmedi ately pertinent to his topic.
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E. Oganize and docunent his/her inforination properly; and
wite it clearly, logically, effectively, and correctly with
respect to grarjaar, spelling and punctuati on.

F. Wrk through a project to conpletion using the teacher only
for guidance and a resource.

PART |V
Syl | abus
Unit | - Topic Selection (1st through 2nd week)

a. Suggestions for topics
b. Howto narrow the topic

Unit Il - Gollecting Material (3rd through 5th week)

a. Wsing the library

b. Library visitation - the informati on desk, the reference roon,
the card catal ogue, periodical indexes, professional journals

c. BEvaluating source materials

d. Additional references
Unit IIl - Planning the paper (6 through 8th week)
a. Exploratory reading

b» Making a prelimnary bibliography .
c. Forns for bibliography cards

d. Qutlining

1. Taking stock 2. Oganizing your materi al
e. Notetaking
f.. Individual neetings are assigned

Unit IV - Vrriting the paper (9 through 10th week)

2, Audience and attitude
b.. Purpose and tone
c« Vrriting the first draft

1. Paragraph devel opnent - unity, coherence, enphasis,
variety, diction, transitional expressions
d - Footnot es
e. Dction

1. abbreviations
2. nunbers
3. plurals
-" " 4. quotations
5. division of words at ends of |ines



